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SELECTMEN'S   SUMMARY   AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 


To  the  taxpayers,  the  voters  and  residents  of  the  Town 
of  Danbury : 

As  we  have  closed  our  accounts  for  the  year  1952 
just  past,  and  look  to  the  coming  year  of  1953  we,  after  a 
lot  of  study,  propose  to  you  for  your  approval,  the  fol- 
lowing ; 

You  approved  and  voted  under  Art.  2  for  the  fixed 
budget  as  follows. 

Proposed 
Raised  Spent       for  1953 

Town  officers  salaries  $  1,200.00  $  1,138.85  $  1,200.00 

Town  officers  expenses 
Election  and  registration 
Town  buildings 
Police  department 
Health  department 
Vital  statistics 
Street  lights 
Town  poor 
Interest  on  loans 
Old  Age  assistance 
County  tax 

$  7,922.00  $  7,477.18  $  8,320.00 

This  is  an  increase  of  $398.00.  We  have  cut  where 
we  could  but  under  Old  Age  Assistance  it  has  been  in- 
creasedv  which  will  be  explained  later  in  our  report. 

Highways.  Art.  3.  There  was  raised  $3,500.00  for 
summer  and  winter  roads  and  for  general  expenses,  which 
includes  supplies  such  as  bridge  plank,  truck  and  tractor 
expenses,  (gas  and  repairs  for  the  same). 
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1,827.75 

2.500.00 

2,800.00 

2,331.40 

2,500.00 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  during  the  past  two  years  we 
have  had  four  heavy  rains,  causing  washouts,  there  has 
been  a  drain  on  our  highway  funds.  We  had  a  cloudburst 
on  Nov.  26,  1950,  also  another  heavy  rainstorm  on  April 
3,  1951.  Before  we  could  do  any  repairing,  we  had  two 
more  washouts  in  April  1951.  To  repair  them  we  reques- 
ted the  state  to  allot  us  $2,800.00  state  funds,  together 
with  $2,497.03  towns  share  to  repair  them,  but  we  found 
that  our  damages  amounted  to  well  over  $10,000.00.  In 
1952  we  declared  a  state  of  emergency  existed  and  we 
were  authorized  by  law  to  set  aside  $1,000.00  as  a  fund  to 
make  our  highways  passable,  but  this  is  just  temporary. 
This  was  spent  by  the  highway  in  excess  of  the  appro- 
pi  iation  by  authority  of  the  selectmen.  We  have  on  file 
at  the  selectmen's  office  a  report  from  the  State  Highway 
department,  giving  a  general  survey  of  our  town  roads. 
It  states  that  the  town  has  56.7  miles  of  road  and  only 
$6,234.50  (last  year's  funds)  to  maintain  them,  which  is 
only  $109  plus  per  mile.  We  might  say  that  New  London 
in  1951  spent  $500.00  per  mile  for  highways. 


After  much  study  and  consideration  we  suggest 
there  ought  to  be  set  up  a  five-year  program,  and  spend  a 
certain  amount  each  year  to  make  a  permanent  improve- 
ment on  certain  pieces  of  road  by  ditching  and  draining 
so  as  to  take  care  of  future  floods.  As  it  is  now  we  are 
only  maintaining  or  making  passable  our  roads,  and 
doing  nothing  for  permanent  improvement. 


Under  T.R.A.  our  money  was  well  spent.  You  will 
all  agree  that  in  the  ledges  at  Ledge  Hollow,  there  is  a 
lot  of  rock.  It  being  a  sort  of  flint  rock,  it  is  hard  to  drill 
and  hard  to  blast.  When  you  move  rock,  it  costs  money. 
Although  the  state  engineers  estimated  one  half  mile 
more  construction  for  the  money  available,  we  feel  that, 
with  the  deduction  of  an  estimate  of  $500.00  for  the  per- 


manent  construction  of  the  road  at  Antz's  dam,  we  have 
received  a  suitable  amount  of  road  for  the  money  spent. 


In  regard  to  the  Antz  road  we  will  say  it  has  been  a 
problem  for  the  past  few  years.  For  two  years  we  have 
been  in  a  quandary  with  the  State  Highway  and  the 
Water  Resource  Board  whether  it  is  the  liability  of  Mr. 
Antz  or  the  town.  At  last  we  have  a  ruling  saying  the 
state  or  town  highway  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case. 
The  Water  Resource  Board  says  that  the  dam  is  not  of 
proper  height  or  length  to  come  under  their  ruling,  so  we 
consider  it  is  our  headache,  and  we  have  repaired  it  per- 
manently. 

You  will  notice  Article  4  is  in  regards  to  road  equip- 
ment. Our  road  machine  is  of  the  old  horse-drawn  type, 
made  to  scrape  roads  for  olden  day  traffic.  Our  road  base 
now  has  to  carry  heavier  loads,  and  faster  moving  ve- 
hicles. As  we  have  previously  mentioned,  all  we  could  do 
with  our  amount  of  funds  was  to  try  to  make  our  roads 
passable.  We  could  not  make  any  progressive  program. 
Up  till  the  past  few  years  we  have  been  able  to  use  T.R.A. 
money  for  this  purpose,  but  as  this  is  now  a  state  propo- 
sition, and  is  to  be  used  for  construction  only,  we  can  not 
use  it  for  this  purpose.  So  if  you  want  an  adequate  road 
you  must  raise  money  for  equipment  to  build  it.  There 
are  various  types  of  equipment  which  will  serve  the  pur- 
pose. We  have  looked  at  a  number  of  different  types  and 
will  say  there  ought  to  be  appropriated  about  $4,500.00 
for  purchasing  something  suitable  for  our  requirements. 
We  suggest  you  raise  $2,000.00  this  year,  and  hire  the 
balance  for  a  period  of  one  year.  Our  school  department 
calls  for  $15,000.00  for  schools,  and  we  are  asking  only 
$4,000.00  for  highways.  Altho  we  feel  the  money  spent 
for  education  is  a  good  investment  for  the  future,  we  also 
think  it  is  lost  from  our  town  if  we  do  not  furnish  high- 


ways  to  travel  over  to  put  the  knowledge  gained  to  an 
advantage. 

Articles  5-6-7-8-9  are  self  explanatory.  You  will  no 
doubt  raise  the  small  amount  asked  for. 

Article  10.  The  Smith  Bridge  is  unsafe.  The  I 
beams  have  rusted  about  6  feet  from  the  north  end  and 
are  now  carried  by  temporary  bracing  to  carry  only  light 
traffic.  As  this  is  a  Town  Road  Aid  bridge,  the  state  will 
pay  the  larger  cost  of  rebuilding.  Under  the  present  cost 
of  labor  and  material  it  being  one  of  our  largest  bridges, 
we  think  our  share  will  be  about  $2,500.00.  We  suggest 
you  raise  $1500.00  this  year  and  borrow  the  balance. 

We  will  now  return  to  Art.  2  and  discuss  our  fixed 
budget.  We  may  be  able  to  save  money  on  a  few  items, 
this  being  an  off  year.  (No  government  or  state  elec- 
tions). Last  year  we  had  the  Highway  Garage  and 
Town  hall  repaired  and  partially  painted.  We  are  asking 
only  an  added  $50.00  to  complete  the  project.  Lastly 
under  Old  Age  Assistance  we  are  obliged  to  ask  an  in- 
crease of  $500.00.  The  medical  pool  has  been  increased  to 
twelve  dollars  per  month.  There  have  been  extra  names 
added  in  the  past  year.  Some  received  as  high  as  $1,464. 
of  which  the  town's  share  is  $368.00.  The  best  we  are  able 
to  estimate  is  we  will  need  $2,500.00. 

The  Public  Service  Co.  has  increased  our  Street  light 
bill  from  $682.00  to  $730.00.  Altho  it  is  a  small  amount, 
it  is  still  an  increase  in  our  expense. 

Finally,  as  all  our  recommendations  have  been  ex- 
plained, if,  after  due  study  there  is  anything  you  do  not 
understand,  we  invite  your  criticisms,  suggestions,  and 
questions  at  our  next  town  meeting  on  March  10. 


TOWN  OFFICERS 


Moderator 
FRANCIS  O.  SHELDON 

Town  Clerk 

RAYMOND  E.  GARDNER 

Treasurer 
STEPHEN  J.  FORD 

Selectmen 

CHARLES  C.  MORRISON  HARRY  ol  SWETT 

FRED  C.  HOPPER 

Collector  of  Taxes 
DOROTHY  M.  HEATH 

Representative  to  General  Court 
ROY  K.  SARGENT 

State  Highway  Foreman 
CLARENCE  E.  FORD 

State  Deputy  Sheriff 
JAMES  W.  STEWART 

Constable 
LAWRENCE  CURREN 

Police 

CLARENCE  E.  FORD 

Supervisors 

LAWRENCE  E.  FORD  FRANK  CLEWS 

EUGENE  ALLEN 

Health  Officer 

SELECTMEN 
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CORA  I.  SARGENT  HARRIET  G.  MORRISON 

RUTH  PHELPS 

Trustees  of  Trust  Fund 

CLARENCE  FORD  •  FRANCIS  O.  SHELDON 

ARTHUR  W.  JEWETT 


Forest  Fire  Warden 

CHARLES  C.  MORRISON,  CHIEF 

ROY  K.  SARGENT,  ASS'T 

Deputies 

RAND  C.  FORD  REGINALD  GLINES 

EVERETT  M.  HEATH 
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BEULAH  FORD  EDNA  F.  POWERS 

ROY  K.  SARGENT 

Tree  Warden 

FRANCIS  O.  SHELDON 

Fence  Viewers 

HORACE  M.  HASTINGS    CLARENCE  A.  FOWLER 

Road  Agent 

ROY  B.  FORD 

Auditors 

RAY  J.  MARTIN  ROY  K.  SARGENT 

Vol.  Fire  Department 

IN  CASE  OF  FIRE 

CALL  CENTRAL  TEL.  OPERATOR 

Fire  Commissioners 

FRED  C.  HOPPER  FRANCIS  O.  SHELDON 

RAY  J.  MARTIN 

Chief 

CLARENCE  E.  FORD 

Captain 

CHARLES  C.  MORRISON 

Lieutenants 

MAURICE  E.  WELLS  LAWRENCE  CURREN 

ROY  K.  SARGENT 

Clerk 

JAMES  FIFIELD 

Moderator 

GERALD  WHEELER 

Treasurer 

FRANK  CLEWS 


TOWN  WARRANT 
The  State  of  New  Hampshire 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Danbury  in  the  County 
of  Merrimack  in  said  State,  qualified  to  vote  in  Town 
Affairs : 


You  are  hereby  notified  to  meet  at  the  Town  House 
in  said  Danbury  on  Tuesday,  the  tenth  day  of  March, 
at  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  act  upon  the  follow- 
ing subjects : 

1.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  year 
ensuing- 

2.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary 
to  defray  town  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year  and  make 
appropriations  of  the  same.  (Estimated  $8,270.00) 

3.  To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  maintenance  of  highway.  (Estimated  $4,000) 

4.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  regards 
to  the  purchase  of  motorized  equipment  for  the  suitable 
maintenance  of  highways  and  make  appropriation  for  the 
same. 

5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  $759.14  TRA 
money  and  receive  State's  contribution  of  $5,060.96. 

6.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  town  will  raise 
for  the  George  Gamble  library.  (Estimated  $150.00) 


7.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  town  will  vote  to 
raise  for  the  Danbury  Volunteer  Fire  Department.  (Est. 

$500.00) 

8.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  town  will  raise 
for  American  Legion  for  Memorial  Day.  (Est.  $75.00) 

9.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  town  will  raise 
for  the  care  of  cemeteries.  (Est.  $100.00) 

10.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  with  re- 
gards to  the  rebuilding  of  the  Smith  bridge  so  called,  and 
make  appropriation  for  the  same. 

11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  se- 
lectmen to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  taxes. 

12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  give  a  discount  on 

taxes. 

13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  not  exceeding  one-hundredth  of  one  percent 
(1/100  of  1%)  of  the  net  assessed  valuation  based  on  the 
assessment  of  1952  for  the  purpose  of  publicizing  and 
promoting  the  natural  advantages  and  resources  of  the 
town,  together  with  other  towns  in  the  Dartmouth-Lake 
Sunapee  Region  Association.  (Est.  $41.50) 

14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  $400.00  for 
the  Blister  Rust  Control. 

Other  articles  will  be  added  before  warrant  is 
posted. 
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BUDGET  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 

Estimates  of  Revenue  and  Expenditures  for  the 

Compared  with  Estimated  and  Actual  Revenue,  Appropriations  and 


Estimated 

Actual 

Estimated 

Revenue 

Revenue 

Revenue 

Previous 

Previous 

Ensuing 

Yr.  1952 

Yr.  1952 

Yr.  1953 

$  725.00 

$  651.26 

$  650.00 

775.00 

609.51 

600.00 

150.00 

152.82 

150.00 

SOURCES  OF  REVENUE 

FROM  STATE: 

Interest  and  Dividends  Tax 

Railroad  Tax 

Savings  Bank  Tax 

Reimbursement  a/c  State  and  Federal 
forest  lands 

Reimbursement  a/c  Exemption  of 
Growing  Wood  and  Timber 
FROM  LOCAL  SOURCES  EXCEPT  TAXES 

Dog  Licenses 

Business  licenses,  permits  &  filing  fees 

Interest  Received  on  Taxes  &  Deposits 

Motor  Vehicle  Permit  Fees 
From  LOCAL  TAXES  Other  Than  PRO  I 

Poll  Taxes— Regular  @  $2 

National  Bank  Stock  Taxes 


4.50 


1,146.26       1,113.86       1,100.00 


250.00 

232.00 

230.00 

15.00 

12.00 

8.00 

75.00 

75.00 

,400.00 
>ERTY 

1,696.74 
TAXES: 

1,500.00 

486.00 

452.00 

450.00 

15.00 

10.00 

10.00 
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DANBURY,   NEW   HAMPSHIRE 

Ensuing   Year  Jan.    1,    1953   to   Dec.   31,    1953 

Expenditures  of  the  Previous  Year  Jan.   1,   1952  to   Dec.  31,   1952 

Appro-        Actual      Estimated 
priations    Expendi-    Expendi- 
PURPOSES  of  EXPENDITURES  Previous  tures  pre-     tures  en- 

Year        vious  yr.     suing  yr. 
1952  1952  1953 

Current  Maintenance  Expenses 
GENERAL  GOVERNMENT: 

Town  Officers'  Salaries  $  1,200.00  $  1,138.85  $  1,200.00 

Town  Officers'  Expenses 

Election  and  Registration  Expenses 

Exp  ,  Town  Hall  &  Other  Bldgs. 
PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  &  PRO 

Police  Department 

Fire  Department 

Moth  Extermination — Blister  Rust 
HEALTH: 

Health  Dept.,  Including  Hospitals 

Vital  Statistics 
HIGHWAYS  &  BRIDGES: 

Town  Maintenance  —  Duncan  money 

Town  Maintenance 

Street  Lighting 

Town  Road  Aid 
LIBRARIES 
PUBLIC  WELFARE: 

Town  Poor 

Old  Age  Assistance 
PATRIOTIC  PURPOSES: 

Memorial  Day  &  Vets'  Associations  75.00  75.00  75.00 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  ENTERPRISES: 

Cemeteries  100.00  123.48         100.00 

UNCLASSIFIED: 

Advertising  &  Regional  Associations  40.70  40.70  41.50 

INTEREST: 

On  Temporary  Loans  125.00  166.66  175.00 

Outlay  for  New  Construction  and  Perm.  Improv. 
HIGHWAYS  &  BRIDGES: 

State  Aid  Construction-Town's  Share, 

Smith  bridge  2,500.00 

Payments  to  Other  Governmental  Divisions: 

County  Taxes  2,800.00       2,331.40       2,500.00 

School  Taxes  15,000.00     14,462.42     15,000.00 
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13 
SELECTMEN'S  REPORT 


INVENTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  DANBURY,  1952 

Land  and  buildings  exclusive  of 

growing  wood  and  timber  $  355,580.00 

Electric  plants  45,222.00 

Horses  (41)  3,880.00 

Cows  (102)  12,230,00 

Neat  stock  (17)  1,530.00 

Sheep  and  goats  (93)  1,970.00 

Fowl'  (1997)  2,495.00 

Mills  and  machinery  i, 500.00 

Wood  and  timber  1,000.00 

Gasoline  pumps  and  tanks  2,180.00 

Stock  in  trade  9,750.00 


$  437,337.00 

Amount  to  be  committed  to  collector  including 

poll  taxes  and  bank  stock  $  23,209.29 

Yield  tax  $  1,205.57 
Average  rate  percent  of  taxation 

for  all  purposes  $  5.50 

Am't  of  valuation  exempt  to  soldiers  $  23,750.00 

LIST  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  TAXES 
ASSESSED 

Town  officers'  salaries  $  1,200.00 

Town  officers'  expenses  500.00 

Election  and  registration  expenses  200.00 

Town  hall  and  other  town  buildings  200.00 

Police  department  50.00 

Fire  department  500.00 

Blister  rust  control  400.00 
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Health  department 

50.00 

Vital  statistics 

15.00 

Town  road  aid 

763.07 

General  expense  highway  department 

3,500.00 

Street  lighting 

682.00 

Library- 

150.00 

Town  poor 

100.00 

Old  age  assistance 

2,000.00 

Memorial  day  veterans  association 

75.00 

Cemeteries 

100.00 

Dartmouth-Lake  Sunapee  Region 

40.70 

Interest  on  temporary  loans 

125.00 

County  tax 

2,331.40 

School  tax 

14,462.42 

Total  appropriations 

$  27,444.59 

Less  estimated  revenue: 


Interest  and  dividend  tax 

$  647.96 

Railroad  tax 

775,00 

Savings  bank  tax 

150.00 

Reimbursement  a/c  state  land 

4.50 

Reimbursement  a/c  exemp.  on 

growing  wood  and  timber 

1,113.86 

Motor  vehicle  fees 

1,500.00 

Dog  licenses 

250.00 

Rent  on  town  land 

4.00 

Interest  on  taxes 

75.00 

Total  revenue  and  credits 

$  4,520.32 


$  22,924.27 
Plus  overlay  285.02 

$  23,209.29 
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Less  poll  taxes  @  $2 

National  bank  stock 


$  448.00 
10.00 


458.00 


Amount  to  be  raised  by  property  taxes 
on  which  taxes  are  figured 

Taxes  committed  to  collector: 

Property  taxes  $  22,747.29 

Poll  taxes  448.00 

National  bank  tax  10.00 

Timber  yield  tax  1,448.84 


$  22,751.29 


$24,654.13 


ASSETS 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1953  $  1,295.32 

Due  from  state  bounties  65.50 

Due  from  county  poor  off  farm  57.50 

Due  from  E.  J.  Perkins,  rent  of  town  land  8.00 

Unredeemed  taxes  from  tax  sales,  1950  190.64 
Unredeemed  taxes  from  tax  sales,  previous  yrs.        148.02 

Uncollected  tax  levy  for  1952  5,870.91 

Uncollected  tax  levy  for  1951  29.66 

Uncollected  head  tax  for  1952  215.00 

$  7,880.55 


LIABILITIES 

Due  school  district  balance  1952  appro.  $  6,962.42 

Due  state  head  tax  collected  but  not  remitted  825.00 

Due  state  head  tax  uncollected  215.00 

Due  state  acct.  prev.  reimbursement  timber  tax        243.23 
Unexpended  bal.  Baptist  cemetery  fence  appro.        175.00 


Net  Debt  January  1,  1953 
Net  Debt  January  1,  1952 
Increase  in  Debt  past  year 


$  8,420.65 


$  540.10 
134.01 


$  406.09 
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SCHEDULE  OF  TOWN  PROPERTY 

Town  hall  and  equipment  $  2,000.00 

Library,  furniture  and  equipment  2,000.00 

Tool  house- and  land  200.00 

Tractor  house  and  land  500.00 

Schools,  land  and  buildings  6,000.00 

Fire  house  and  garage  2,000.00 

Land  acquired  by  tax  collectors  deed  150.00 

Equipment,  including  snow  fence  500.00 

Truck  snow  plow  200.00 

Fire  truck  and  equipment  3,000.00 

Truck  1,700.00 

Tractor  and  plow  (International)  3,500.00 

Tractor  and  plow  (caterpillar)  250.00 

$  22,000.00 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 


January  1  to  December  31,  1952 

Received  for  licensing: 

81  male  dogs  @  $2.00  $  162.00 

14  female  dogs  @  $5.00  70.00 


$  232.00 


8  1951  auto  permits  $  13.88 

289  1952  auto  permits  1,682.86 

Filing  fees  12.00 

$  1,940.74 

Paid  S.  J.  Ford,  Treasurer  $  1,940.74 

RAYMOND  E.  GARDNER,  Town  Clerk. 

Audited  and  approved : 

RAY  J.  MARTIN, 
ROY  K.  SARGENT, 

Autitors  Jan.  12,  1953 
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TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 


State  Head  Tax  —  Levy  of  1952 


DEBITS 


State  head  taxes  committed  to  collector : 
Original  warrant        $  1,355.00 
Added  tax  5.00 

Total  commitment  $  1,360.00 

Penalties  collected  4.50 

Total  debits  -  $  1  ,-364.50 

CREDITS: 

Remittances  to  treasurer : 

Head  taxes  $  1,145.00 

Penalties  4.50 

Total  remittances    $  1,149.50 

Uncollected  head  taxes,  per 

collector's  list                                   215.00 
Total  credits  — .$  1,364.50 

DOROTHY  M.  HEATH, 

Tax  Collector. 

Audited  and  approved : 

RAY  J.  MARTIN, 
ROY  K.  SARGENT, 

Auditors  Jan.  12,  1953 
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State  Head  Tax  —  Levy  of  1951 

DEBITS: 

Uncollected  taxes  as  of  Jan.  1,  1952      $  150.00  .   •■;:■ 

Penalties  collected  during  1952  15.00 

Total  debits  $  161.00 

CREDITS: 

Remittances  to  treasurer  during  1952 : 

Head  taxes                                        $  150.00 
Penalties                                                    15.00 
Total  credits  $  165.00 

DOROTHY  M.  HEATH, 

Tax  Collector. 

Audited  and  approved: 

RAY  J.  MARTIN, 
ROY  K.SARGENT, 

K  •■■;<•:     :     Auditors  Jan.  12,  1953 
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SUMMARY  OF  WARRANT 
I        Property,  Poll  and  Yield  Taxes  —  Levy  of  1951 

DEBTS: 

Uncollected  taxes,  Jan.  1,  1952: 
Property  taxes  $  4,790.72 


Poll  taxes 

114.00 

Yield  taxes 

1,194.04 

$  6,098.76 

Added  taxes : 

Poll  taxes 

10.00 

Interest 

181.32 

Total  debits 

$  f.  9on  OR 

*p    \J  f£*  ^s\J  ,\jkj 

CREDITS: 

Remittances  to  treasurer: 

Property  taxes 

$  4,664.22 

Poll  taxes 

100.00 

Yield  taxes 

1,194.04 

Uncollected  taxes 

29.66 

Land  sold  for  taxes 

120.84 

Interest 

181.32 

Total  credits 

$  6,290.08 

DOROTHY  M.  HEATH, 

Tax  Collector 


Audited  and  approved 


RAY  J.  MARTIN, 
ROY  K.  SARGENT, 

Auditors  Jan.  12,  1953 
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SUMMARY  OF  WARRANT 

Property,  Poll  and  Yield  Taxes  —  Levy  of  1952 

DEBITS: 

Taxes  committed  to  collector : 

Property  taxes  $  22,751.29 

Poll  taxes  448.00 

Nat'l  bank  stock  taxes  10.00 


Total  warrant       

$23,209.29 

Yield  taxes 

1,448.84 

Added  taxes : 

Property  taxes 

221.50 

Poll  taxes 

18.00 

Interest  collected 

1.34 

Total  debits 

<t  OA  QOQ  Q7 

"'     "                                         \p  ^TjOyU.^// 

CREDITS: 

Remittances  to  treasurer: 

Property  taxes 

$  17,407.43 

Poll  taxes 

368.00 

National  bank  stock  taxes 

10.00 

Yield  taxes 

1,241.23 

Interest 

1.34 

Uncollected  taxes  as  per  collector's  list: 

Property  taxes  5,565.36 

Poll  taxes  98.00 

Yield  taxes  207.61 

Total  credits  $24,898.97 

DOROTHY  M.  HEATH, 

Tax  Collector 

Audited  and  approved : 

RAY  J.  MARTIN, 
ROY  K.  SARGENT, 

Auditors  Jan.  12,  1953 
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SUMMARY  OF  TAX  SALES  ACCOUNTS 

As  of  December  31,  1952 

DEBITS:  Tax  sales  on  account  of  levies  of 

1951  1950  Prev.  Yrs. 

Taxes  sold  current  year  $  154.42 

Bal.  unredeemed  taxes,  Jan.  1,  1952  $  190.64.     $  321.01 


Total  debits  $  154.42     $  190.64     $  321.01 


CREDITS: 

Redeemed  during  year  $  13.84  $.  172.99 

Unredeemed  taxes,  Dec.  31,  1952  140.58     $  190.64         148.02 


,  Total  credits  $  154.42     $  190.64     $  321.01 

Unredeemed  taxes  from  tax  sales  on  account  of  levies  of 

1951  1950  Prev.  Yrs. 

Caswell,  Oliver  T.  $  4.35       $  17.02 

Coro,  Angus  $  127.73 

Drake,  Howard  100.26 

Evans,  Benjamin  Sr.  9.27 

Fisher,  Ella  E.  9.35 

Hibbard,  Grace  V.  10.94 

O'Donnell,  James  J.  35.97 

Sullivan,  James  H.  164.35 


$  140.58     $  190.64     $  148.02 

DOROTHY  M.  HEATH, 

Tax  Collector 

Audited  and  approved: 

RAY  J.  MARTIN, 
ROY  K.  SARGENT, 

Auditors  Jan.  12,  1953 
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TOWN  TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1952 

$  4,81175 

1951  property  taxes 

4,785.06 

1951  interest 

181.32 

1951  poll  taxes 

100.00 

1949  redemption  &  interest 

197.21 

,  1951  timber  tax 

1,194.04 

1951  head  tax 

150.00 

..Penalty  on  1951  head  tax 

15.00 

1952  property  taxes 

17,417.43 

1952  interest 

1.34 

1952  timber  tax 

1,241.23 

1952  head  tax 

1,145.00 

Penalty  on  1952  head  tax 

4.50 

1952  poll  taxes 

368.00 

Received  of  town  clerk, 

1951  auto  permits 

13.88 

1952  auto  permits 

1,682.86 

1952  filing  fees 

12.00 

1952  dog  tax 

232.00 

Received  of  state  treasurer, 

Interest  and  dividend  tax 

651.26 

Savings  bank  tax 

152.82 

Railroad  tax 

609.51 

Received  of  selectmen 

13,250.85 

Total  receipts  during  year 

*•  zio  017  0*; 

<p  tOjL»i/  *VJvP 

Less  selectmen's  orders  paid 

46,921.74 

,      Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1953  $  1,295.32 

STEPHEN  J.  FORD,  Treasurer. 

Audited  and  approved : 

RAY  J.  MARTIN, 
ROY  K.  SARGENT, 

Auditors  Jan.  12,  1953 


24 

DETAILED  STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS 


Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1952  $  4,811.75 

Received  of  tax  collector : 

1951  property  taxes  4,785.06 

1951  interest  181.32 

1951  poll  taxes  100.00 

1950  redemption  &  interest  197.21 

1951  timber  tax  1,194.04 

1951  head  tax  150.00 
Penalty  on  1951  head  tax  15.00 

1952  property  taxes  17,417.43 
1952  interest  1.34 
1952  timber  tax  1,241.23 
1952  head  tax  1,145.00 
Penalty  on  1952  head  tax  4.50 
1952  poll  taxes  368.00 

Received  of  town  clerk : 

1951  auto  permits  13.88 

1952  auto  permits  1,682.86 
1952  filing  fees  12.00 
1952  dog  tax  232.00 

Received  of  state  treasurer: 

Interest  and  dividend  tax  651.26 

Savings  Bank  tax  152.82 

Railroad  tax  609.51 

Received  of  selectmen : 

State  treas.,  Duncan  money  2,734.50 

State  treas.,  rebate  on  gas  tax  80.60 

State  treas.,  bounties  56.75 

State  treas.,  forest  fire  rebate  7.13 

State  treas.,  tax  on  state  land  4.81 
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State  treas.,  commission  on  head  tax  .54 

County  treas.,  poor  off  farm  301.84 

Money  hired  First  Nat'l  Bank,  Bristol  10,000.00 

Municipal  court  64.68 

Total  receipts  during  year  $  48,217.06 

Less  selectmen's  orders  paid  46,921.74 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1953  $  1,295.32 


SUMMARY  OF  PAYMENTS 


Town  officers  salaries 

$  1,138.85 

Town  officers  expenses 

626.50 

Election  and  registration  expenses 

175.00 

Expenses  town  hall  and  other  buildings 

348.10 

Police  department 

54.23 

Fire  department 

500.00 

Forest  fires 

14.25 

Street  lights 

726.69 

Blister  rust  control 

395.10 

Bounties 

65.50 

Vital  statistics 

8.00 

Health  department 

5.00 

Town  road  aid  (T.R.A.) 

763.07 

Town  roads  maint.  (paid 

Roy  Ford, 

agent) 

5,490.70 

General  expense  of  highways  (paid  by  town) 

2,324.43 

Library 

150.00 

Old  age  assistance 

1,827.75 

Town  poor 

70.00 

County  poor 

359.34 

Patriotic  purposes 

75.00 

Cemeteries 

123.48 

Interest  on  temporary  loans 

166.66 

Temporary  loans 

10,000.00 

Dartmouth-Lake  Sunapee 

:  regional  ; 

assoc. 

40.70 

County  treasurer,  county 

tax 

2,331.40 

School  district 

17,500.00 

State  head  tax 

1,634.69 

Unclassified 

5.84 

$  46,920.28 

Bank  service  charge 

1.46 

$  46,921.74 
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DETAILED  STATEMENT  OF  PAYMENTS 


TOWN  OFFICERS'  SALARIES 

Robert  Ford,  bal.  due  term  1951-1952  $  27.00 

C.  C.  Morrison,  selectman  237.00 

Harry  Swett,  selectman  200.00 

Fred  G.  Hopper,  selectman  200.00 
Raymond  E.  Gardner,  town  clerk  salary,  auto 

fees,  dog  licenses  and  bal.  1951  226.25 

Dorothy  M.  Heath,  salary  bal.  1951  tax  col.  100.00 

Dorothy  M.  Heath,  2%  head  tax  26.60 

S.  J.  Ford,  treasurer  80.00 

Roy  K.  Sargent,  auditor  12.00 

Ray  J.  Martin,  auditor  12.00 

Francis  O.  Sheldon,  moderator  18.00 


$  1,138.85 


TOWN  OFFICERS'  EXPENSES 

Roy  K.  Sargent,  auditors  expenses  $  3.00 

New  Hampshire,  assessors  dues  2.00 

Wheeler  &  Clark,  supplies  3.24 

Enterprise  Press,  printing  town  reports  267.78 

R.  E.  Gardner,  town  clerks  supplies  43.73 

John  C.  Ray,  town  officers  bonds  69.75 

Brown  &  Saltmarsh,  supplies  (stationery)  60.83 

Katherine  Crowley,  register  of  deeds  8.47 

Vira  M.  Holmes,  register  of  probate  .40 

Ida  Horner,  tax  assessors  association  dues  3.00 

Sargent  Bros.,  printing  tax  bills  18.70 

New  Hampshire,  membership  dues  2.00 

S.  J.  Ford,  treasurers  postage  .61 

Dorothy  M.  Heath,  tax  collectors  expenses  27.69 

Fannie  B.  Martin,  copying  invoices  16.00 
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Fred  G.  Hopper,  mileage,  postage  &  telephone  39.95 

D.  L.  Garrison,  auto  guide  publication  7.00 

C.  C.  Morrison,  mileage,  postage  &  telephone  36.60 

Harry  Swett,  mileage,  postage  &  telephone  15.75 


$  626.50 


ELECTION  AND  REGISTRATION 

S.  J.  Ford,  ballot  clerk  $  18.00 

Myrtie  Ford,  ballot  clerk  18.00 

Roy  K.  Sargent,  ballot  clerk  18.00 

L.  E.  Ford,  supervisor  48.00 

Harriet  Ford,  copying  check  lists                                   24.00 

Eugene  Allen,  supervisor  19.00 

Frank  Clews,  supervisor  30.00 


$  175.00 


TOWN  HALL  AND  OTHER  BUILDINGS 

Eugene  Cook,  drawing  wood  $  10.00 

Ray  J.  Martin,  sawing  Wood  5.00 

Bert  Hillsgrove,  janitor  serv.  &  piling  wood  11.50 

Gifford  Wiggin,  wood  supply  28.00 

H.  M.  Hastings,  paint  &  hardware,  town  bldgs.  40.39 

Public  Serv.  Co.  of  N.H.,  town  bldgs.  lights  43.88 

L.  E.  Ford,  painting  &  repairing  town  bldgs.  86.25 

Roy  K.  Sargent,  painting  &  repairing  town  bldgs.  73.63 

Earl  Lund,  insurance  on  town  bldgs.  49.45 


$  348.10 


POLICE   DEPARTMENT 

Lawrence  Curren,  salary  for  1951  &  1952  $  20.00 

Lawrence  Curren,  special  duty  &  expenses  34.23 

$  54.23 
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VOLUNTEER  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

Appropriation  for  1952  $  500.00 

FOREST  FIRE 

Forest  fire  expense  to  C.  C.  Morrison  $  14.25 

STREET  LIGHTS 

Public  Service  Co.  of  N.H.  $  726.69 

BLISTER  RUST  CONTROL 

Treasurer  of  State  of  N.H.  $  395.10 

BOUNTIES 

C.  C.  Morrison,  222  hedgehogs  $  55.50 

VITAL   STATISTICS 

Raymond  E.  Gardner  $  8.00 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

H.  B.  Biathrow,  dozer  work  at  town  dump  $  5.00 

TOWN  ROAD  AID 

State  highway  dept.,  1952  appropriation  $  763.07 

LIBRARY 

Harriet  G.  Morrison,  1952  appropriation  $  150.00 

OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE 

State  of  N.H.,  dept.  of  public  welfare  $  1,827.75 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Francis  O.  Sheldon,  making  deeds  &  postage  $  5.84 

DARTMOUTH  -  LAKE  SUNAPEE  REGION 

Treasurer,  Dart. -Lake  Sunapee  Reg.  Assoc.  $  40.70 

TOWN  POOR 

Georgie  Ford,  care  of  Arlene  McDonald  $  52.00 

R.  E.  Gardner,  goods  for  Lawrence  Dicey  10.00 

Myrl  Phelps,  wood  for  Lawrence  Dicey  78.00 

$  140.00 
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COUNTY  POOR 

Rollins  family : 

Dr.  Oliver  Haywood  $  36.65 

Emmons  store,  Potter  Place,  groceries  157.00 

Lawson  W.  Smith,  So.  Danbury,  groceries  20.00 

New  London  Hospital  100.00 

Grace  Filfalt,  transportation  5.04 

H.  M.  Hastings,  shoes  40.65 


$  359.34 

PATRIOTIC  PURPOSES 

Treasurer,  American  Legion  1952  appropriation    $  75.00 

CEMETERIES 

Clarence  A.  Fowler,  .care  of  cemeteries  $  98.50 

Sears  Roebuck  for  lawnmower  24.98 


$  123.48 

INTEREST  ON  TEMPORARY  LOANS 

First  National  Bank,  Bristol  $  166.66 

TEMPORARY  LOANS 

First  National  Bank,  Bristol  $  10,000.00 

COUNTY  TAX 

County  treasurer  $  2,331.40 

SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

Arlene  L.  Chellis,  bal.  1951-1952  appro.  $  10,000.00 

Arlene  L.  Chellis,  part  of  1952-1953  appro.  7,500.00 

$  17,500.00 
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DANBURY  VOLUNTEER  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


This  past  year  we  have  finished  the  fire  building 
program  and  we  are  proud  of  the  results.  The  upstairs 
room,  besides  being  used  by  the  firemen,  has  been  used 
by  the  Fish  and  Game  Club  and  also  by  the  Dental  Clinic. 
We  invite  everyone  to  inspect  it. 

The  money  appropriated  by  the  town  was  used  for 
the  actual  running  expenses  of  the  department  to  the 
extent  of  about  four  hundred  dollars  with  the  balance 
for  repairs. 

The  balance  shown  on  the  treasurer's  report  is  the 
result  of  the  efforts  of  the  firemen  themselves  to  build  up 
a  reserve  for  the  needed  hose  and  equipment  which  we 
hope  to  acquire  this  coming  year.  By  our  own  efforts  we 
have  raised  $448.28  this  past  year  alone. 

You  will  notice  that  if  we  had  not  raised  this  sum 
and  had  not  had  the  donation  of  free  labor  we  would  have 
been  in  the  red. 

We  have  been  very  lucky  this  past  year  to  have  had 
so  few  fires.  We  have  been  credited  with  only  five  fires. 
Some  others  have  been  taken  care  of  by  the  owners  with- 
out calling  the  department. 

The  chimney  fire  at  Eric  Fay's  showed  what  the  de- 
partment could  do  under  the  worst  of  road  conditions. 

We  believe  the  department  has  been  a  needed  asset 
to  the  town  and  we  are  striving  to  improve  it  still  more. 

We  wish  to  thank  everyone  for  their  interest  and 
hope  for  their  continuing  support. 

CLARENCE  E.  FORD,  Chief 
FRED  G.  HOPPER,  Commissioner 
RAY  J.  MARTIN,  Commissioner 
FRANCIS  O.  SHELDON,  Commissioner 


32 

Treasurer's  Report  for  Year  Ending  Dec.  31,  1952 
RECEIPTS: 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1952  $  433.86 

Donation  drawings  382,00 

Donated  by  Mrs.  Hillsmith  5.00 

Proceeds,  supper  &  entertainment  66.28 

Interest  Bristol  Savings  Bank  5.74 

Town  appropriation  500.00 

Total  receipts  $  1,392.88 

EXPENSES: 

John  C.  Ray,  insurance  of  fire  trucks  $  88.00 
John  C.  Ray,  group  insurance  157.50 

C.  A.  Carr,"fuel  oil  106.65 

O.  C.  Hastings,  truck  supplies  3.50 

O.  C.  Hastings,  building  supplies  72.05 

O.  C.  Hastings,  supplies  17.34 

R.  E.  Gardner,  supplies  8.50 

R.  E.  Gardner,  Perma-zone  for  trucks  7.00 

Newfound  Print  Shop,  tickets  35.50 

Morse  Exchange,  9  chairs  11.50 

Amer.  Fire  Equip.  Co.,  gaskets  7.97 

Amer.  Fire  Equip.  Co.,  24  badges  54.40 

Community  Garage,  truck  plugs  6.25 

Community  Garage,  gas  for  trucks  8.58 

L.  E.  Ford,  building  material  5.50 

L.  E.  Ford,  carpentry,  labor,  painting  83.13 
Roy  K.  Sargent,  carpentry,  labor,  paint.  96.88 
Rolfe  Camp,  rented  equipment  10.20 

Total  expenses  $  780.45 


Balance  $  612.43 

DONATIONS: 
Roy  K.  Sargent 

Labor,  carpentry,  painting,  77)/2  hrs.  Value  $  96.87 

L.  E.  Ford 

Labor,  carpentry,  painting,  66^2  hrs.  83.12 

Community  Garage  « 

Service,  two  fire  trucks  5.00 


Valued  Amount  total  $  184.99 
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Treasurer's  Certificate 

I  certify  that  this  is  a  true  and  correct  report  of  the 
treasurer's  records  for  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1952. 

FRANK  CLEWS,  Treasurer. 

FOREST  FIRE  WARDEN'S  REPORT 

Every  one  apparently  fears  fire  but,  too  many  are 
careless  with  it.  Official  figures  show  that  more  than 
95%  of  all  forest  fires  were  caused  by  carelessness,  and 
could  have  been  prevented. 

We  were  very  fortunate  in  the  past  few  years  in  re- 
gards to  fires  And  expenses.  The  fire  expense  in  the  past 
few  years  is  as  follows  : 

1947  3  fires.  Department  expense  $  248.66 

1948  2  fires.  Department  expense  187.99 

1949  5  fires.  Department  expense  130.20 

1950  1  fire.  Department  expense  149.79 

1951  none  Department  expense  13.28 

1952  none  Department  expense  14.25 
Let  us  try  to  make  1953  another  year  of  no  fires.    I 

consider  most  of  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  people  have 
a  better  understanding  of  the  fire  laws,  and  you  will  also 
note  that  since  the  organization  of  the  Danbury  Fish  and 
Game  Club,  we  have  had  less  fires,  thanks  to  their  alert- 
ness. 

The  prime  object  of  fire  prevention  is : 

(1)  To  be  careful  with  cigarettes,  matches  and  pipe 
tobacco. 

(2)  Obtain  a  written  permit  from  the  warden,  and 
be  sure  you  have  an  incinerator  permit  before  you  start 
a  fire. 

(3)  Insist  that  others  be  careful,  and  call  their  atten- 
tion to  their  violations. 

(4)  Call  the  warden  promptly  when  a  fire  is  detected 
and  aid  him  to  extinguish  it,  thus  doing  your  part  to  help 
prevent  forest  fires,  and  eliminate  our  shameful  waste. 

CHARLES  C.  MORRISON, 

Forest  Fire  Warden 
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REPORT  OF  MUNICIPAL  COURT,  DANBURY 


Jan.  1,  1952  to  Dec.  31,  1952 
Francis  O.  Sheldon,  Judge 


Total  fines  imposed 

Paid: 

M.V.  &  F.  and  G.  Depts. 

$  297.00 

Fines  suspended 

20.00 

Forms  printed 

10.40 

Postage,  etc. 

2.92 

Dues,  Judges  association 

5.00 

$  550.00 


$  335.32 

$  214.68 
Salary  150.00 


Paid  town  $  64.68 

Audited  and  approved : 

RAY  J.  MARTIN, 
ROY  K.  SARGENT, 

Auditors  Jan.  12,  1953 
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GEORGE  GAMBLE  LIBRARY 


Report  of  the  Library  Trustees  for  the  year  ending 
Detember  31,  1952 
Receipts : 

Balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1952  $  9.14 

Amount  on  hand  reserved  for 

repairs 
Town  Treasurer,  appro.  1952 

Payments : 

Almeda  Wiggin,  librarian 
Bert  Hillsgrove,  care  of  lawn 
Bert  Hillsgrove,  shoveling  snow 
Ester  Phelps,  cleaning  library 
Public  Service  Co.,  lights 
Charles  C.  Morrison,  repairs 
Charles  C.  Morrison,  supplies 
Haden  Marx,  labor 
Hunt's  Dep't  store,  new  books 
Lebanon  Book  shop,  new  books 
Franklin  Book  store,  new  books 


40.00 

150.00 

$  199.14 

$  45.00 

11.00 

2.85 

5.00 

7.53 

17.00 

7.45 

5.00 

12.00 

17.35 

14.44 

$  144.62 

$  54.52 

t  not  rec'd 

45.00 

Balance  on  hand  Dec.  31,  1952  $  9.52 

Patrons — 46 
Circulation — 568 

We  have  in  the  process  of  construction  new  shelves 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $25.00  We  also  have  more  new 
books  ordered. 

As  our  expense  will  be  about  the  same  next  year,  we 
recommend  the  amount  of  $150.00  be  raised  at  the  next 
March  meeting. 

CORA  I.  SARGENT, 
HARRIET  G.  MORRISON, 
RUTH  E.  PHELPS, 

Trustees 
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ROAD  AGENT'S  REPORT 


Received  from  selectmen  from  Jan.  1  to  Dec. 
31,  1952  for  snow  removal,  sanding,  summer 


maint.,  truck,  tractor  &  plow  expense 

$  4,562.35 

Flood  damage 

928.35 

$  5,490.70 

Tractor  snow  removal 

Reginald  Glines,  labor 

$  270.30 

Kimball  Phelps,  labor 

218.30 

Lloyd  Phelps,  labor 

34.00 

Harry  Clews,  labor 

36.00 

Donald  Wiggin,  labor 

36.00 

$  594.6Q 

On  truck  plowing 

Roy  B.  Ford 

$  332.00 

Lawrence  Stevens 

260.70 

Robert  B.  Ford 

13.20 

Frank  Stevens 

19.20 

Ansel  Powers 

10.00 

l^fMi^ti     ,ft~ii/"*lr       ^1^    nf*i 

$  635.10 

XUU'H     LI  LICK.,    OIU    lllo. 

Myrl  Phelps,  Jeep  plowing 

$  30.00 

Tractor,  truck  &  truck  plow  expenses 

Reginald  Glines,  labor  on  tractor 

$  10.75 

Kimball  Phelps,  labor  on  tractor 

10.00 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor  on  tractor 

8.00 

Roy  B.  Ford,  truck  parts  &  exp. 

93.00 

Lawrence  Stevens,  truck  pts  &  exp 

.      16.00 

Frank  Stevens,  truck  pts  &  exp. 

2.00 

Roy  B.  Ford,  truck  plow  exp. 

24.00 

Lawrence  Stevens,  truck  plow  exp. 

14.00 

Roy  B.  Ford,  inst.  snow  equip. 

20.00 

Karl  Russell,  inst.  snow  equip. 

2.70 

<t  9nn  as 
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Cleaning  common 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor  $  17.00 

Reginald  Glines,  labor  3.00 

Clarence  Ford,  truck  hire  4.50 

Ray  J.  Martin,  truck  hirr;  14.50 

Ray  J.  Martin,  tractor  hire  19.50 


$  58.50 

Cleaning  town  hall  yard 

Ray  J.  Martin,  tractor  shovel  $  4.00 

Reginald  Glines,  labor  3.00 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor  2.00 

Lewis  Littlefield,  labor  1.80 

$  10.80 

Sanding 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor  $  96.00 

Lawrence  Stevens,  labor  69.75 

Robert  Ford,  labor  18.45 

Frank  Stevens,  labor  10.80 

Lewis  Littlefield,  labor  34.65 

Frank  Currier,  labor  25.20 

Bert  Hillsgrove,  labor  33.75 

Gerald  Wheeler,  labor  4.50 

Alvin  Currier,  labor  .90 

Clarence  Ford,  truck  hire  14.00 

Gerald  Wheeler,  truck  hire  56.70 

Ray  J.  Martin,  truck  hire  76.50 

Town  truck,  7  hrs.  $  44L20 

Taking  down  &  putting  up  snow  fence 

Frank  Currier,  labor  $  79.20 

Raymond  Waldron,  labor  5.40 

Robert  B.  Ford,  labor  19.80 

Karl  Russell,  labor  7.20 

Clarence  Fowler,  labor  55.35 

Bert  Hillsgrove,  labor  12.60 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor  72.00 

Town  truck,  80  hrs.  $  251.55 
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Summer  maint.  from  March  8  to  Dec.  1,  1952 


ragging 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor 

$  458.00 

Frank  Currier,  labor 

52.60 

John  Cook,  labor 

14.40 

Gordon  Ordway,  labor 

8.10 

Leon  Perkins,  labor 

30.60 

Robert  Bouley,  labor 

20.25 

Clarence  Fowler,  labor 

181.80 

Karl  Russell,  labor 

117.00 

Bert  Hillsgrove,  labor 

209.20 

Alvin  Currier,  labor 

■       14.40 

Willard  Huntoon,  team  hire 

34.20 

Eugene  Cook,  team  hire 

28.80 

Clarence  Ford,  truck  hire 

15.00 

Ray  J.  Martin,  truck  hire 

45.00 

$  1,229.35 

Repair  on  road  machine 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor  $  15.00 

Ditches  &  culverts 

Gerald  Wheeler,  labor  $  6.30 

Bert  Hillsgrove,  labor  34.20 

Clarence  Fowler,  labor  44.10 

Karl  Russell,  labor  23.40 

Robert  Bouley,  labor  7.20 

Willard  Huntoon,  labor  1.80 

John  Cook,  labor  1.80 

Raymond  Waldron,  labor  18.45 

Eric  Fay,  labor  15.30 

Raymond  Griffin,  labor  18.00 

William  Clark,  labor  7.20 

Maurice  Wells,  labor  14.40 

William  Barker,  labor  12.60 

Frank  Currier,  labor  11.70 

Robert  Ford,  labor  20.10 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor  137.00 
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Clarence  Ford,  truck  hire 

3.00 

Ray  J.  Martin,  truck  hire 

12.00 

Tn-iirn      tr,,oL-       1A7     Virc 

$  388.55 

i  own  trucK,  iu/   nr». 

Graveling 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor 

$  143.50 

Frank  Currier,  labor 

7.20 

Robert  Bouley,  labor 

27.70 

Karl  Russell,  labor 

43.65 

Clarence  Fowler,  labor 

22.50 

Bert  Hillsgrove,  labor 

11.70 

' 

Gerald  Wheeler,  labor 

6.30 

Alvin  Currier,  labor 

6.30 

Clarence  Ford,  truck  hire 

11.50.; 

Ray  J.  Martin,  truck  hire 

24.00 

Florence  Bean,  gravel 

8.00 

Town  truck,  164  hrs.              — 

$  312.35 

Cutting  brush,  Frank  Currier,  labor 

$  6.30 

Digging  out  stones 

Alvin  Currier,  labor 

$  2.70 

Clarence  Fowler,  labor 

5.40 

Karl  Russell,  labor 

1.80 

Frank  Currier,  labor 

1.80 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor 

16.00 

1 1/~»txrti      fritpi'        \  r\     nt*c 

$  27.70 

1UUI1      LI  UCK.,     1U     111  is. 

BRIDGES 

Bean  bridge    • 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor 

$  17.50 

Gordon  Ordway,  labor 

2.70 

Robert  Bouley,  labor 

4.05 

Bert  Hillsgrove,  labor 

12.15 

r  \    CXXKTXy      'ftMlf*!^'         1    /IZ       nt*C 

$  36.40 

I  U  \V  U     UULK,     \.£*y2,     III  o. 

Ed  Currier  bridge 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor 

$  7.00 

George  Cottingham,  labor 

3.60 

Clarence  Fowler,  labor 

3.60 

-  Town  truck,  7  hrs.                  — 

$  14.20 
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Swett  bridge 


Bert  Hillsgrove,  labor 
Clarence  Fowler,  labor 
George  Cottingham,  labor 
Roy  B.  Ford,  labor 

Town  truck,  31  hrs. 

Flanders  bridge 
Roy  B.  Ford,  labor 
Clarence  Fowler,  labor 
Town  truck,  4  hrs. 

$  4.50 
16.20 
11.70 
26.00 

$  58.40 
$  7.60 

$  4.00 
3.60 

Brown  bridge 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor  $  6.00 

Town  truck,  6  hrs. 

Jack  Wells  bridge 


$  5.40 


Bert  Hillsgrove,  labor 

$  2.70 

Clarence  Fowler,  labor 

2.70 

'  I  * r\W7 v\      4-YM1/"»L»'         \      r"lt"C? 

1  UWIl     UUtK,     O     Ills. 

Mack  bridge 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor 

$  24.00 

Lewis  Littlefield,  labor 

7.20 

Bert  Hillsgrove,  labor 

21.60 

Clarence  Fowler,  labor 

21.60 

Samuel  Frazer,  stringers 

50.00 

Clarence  Ford,  yarding  stringers 

2.00 

l^fmrti     ^fur*!^       /A.    nrc 

A  UWIl     UUtK,    £*^    Ills. 

Bahom  bridge 

Gerald  Wheeler,  labor 

$  7.20 

Bert  Hillsgrove,  labor 

9.00 

Clarence  Fowler,  labor 

15.30 

Raymond  Waldron,  labor 

7.20 

Lawrence  E.  Ford,  labor 

7.20 

Maurice  Wells,  labor 

8.10 

Roy  B.  Ford,  labor 

30.00 

Town  truck.  30  hrs.                — 

$  126.40 


$  84.00 
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Flood  damage  June  1  to  June  21,  1952 


Graveling- 


Roy  B.  Ford,  labor 

$  89.00 

Frank  Currier,  labor 

87.30 

Bert  Hillsgrove,  labor 

44.10 

Gerald  Wheeler,  labor 

8.10 

Gerald  Wheeler,  truck  hire 

48.00 

Alvin  Currier,  truck  hire 

132.00 

Donald  Ford,  truck  hire 

147.00 

Ray  J.  Martin,  tractor  shovel 

181.00 

Florence  Bean,  gravel 

32.00 

I    /-\-w-r » *-%       4-  •"  *  i  /■»  1  ~        r\\J      Vi  t"  c 

iown  iruciv,  oy   nrb. 

Dragging 

Willard  Huntoon,  team  hire 

$  9.00 

Eugene  Cook,  team  hire 

9.00 

John  Cook,  labor 

4.50 

Ditches  &  culverts 


Roy  B.  Ford,  labor 

$  44.00 

Lawrence  Stevens,  labor 

14.40 

Robert  Ford,  labor 

4.50 

Frank  Stevens,  labor 

14.40 

Frank  Currier,  labor 

10.80 

Reginald  Glines,  labor 

10.80 

Kimball  Phelps,  labor 

7.20 

Maurice  Wells,  labor 

6.30 

Arthur  Ranney,  labor 

2.70 

Robert  Jewell,  labor 

4.50 

Bert  Hillsgrove,  labor 

31.05 

Gerald  Wheeler,  labor 

7.20 

Ray  J.  Martin,  truck  hire 

2.00 

Town  truck,  27  hrs. 

$  768.50 


$  22.50 


$  159.85 
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Paid  Out  by  Selectmen 


A.  E.  Berg-strom,  bridge  plank  $  425.50 

Community  garage,  gas,  oil  &  supplies  426.77 

A.  C.  Elliott  Co.,  repairs  &  parts  for  truck  299.55 

Gulf  Refining  Co.,  gas,  oil  &  greases  209.32 

H.  M.  Hastings,  gas,  oil  &  supplies  133.04 

R.  E.  Gardner,  gas,  oil  &  supplies  111.38 

Bartlett  garage,  parts  &  repairs  89.00 

R.  C.  Hazelton  Co.  Inc.,  tractor  parts  67.79 

Tracey  Chellis,  welding  80.00' 

Samuel  Frazer,  bridge  stringers  50.00 

Smiths  store,  gas  &  oil  55.16 

Danbury  garage,  repairs  31.44 

Farm  Bureau  insurance,  insurance  on  truck  .34.50 

A.  W.  Jewett,  insurance  on  tractor  26.25 

Roy  B.  Ford,  supplies  26.54 

Lewis  Littlefield,  installing  gas  tank  19.00 

Prescott  Oil  Co.,  battery  14.50 

N.H.  Explosive  Co.,  supplies  6.95 

R.  P.  Johnson  &  Son,  cement  6.90 

Proctor  Welding  Co.,  welding  4.00 

Jones  Express  Co.,  expressage  on  parts  1.93 

J.  A.  Falton  Express  Co.,  expressage  on  parts  1.92 


Roy  B.  Ford,  highway  payroll 
Nate  H.  Morrison,  bulldozing 
Clarence  Fowler,  labor  on  Antz  dam 
George  Cottingham,  labor  on  Antz  dam 
Dr.  Charles  A.  Benway,  medical  aid 


Director  of  Internal  Rev.,  withholding  tax 


$  2,121.44 

$  5,490.70 

91.00 

18.00 

18.00 

11.00 

$  5,628.70 

65.00 

$  5,693.70 
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SCHOOL  DISTRICT  OF  DANBURY 


SCHOOL  DIRECTORY 

District  Officers, 

Earl  W.  Lund 

Moderator 

Dorothy  Heatr 

i                                                                Clerk 

Arlene  Chellis 

Treasurer 

Ray  J.  Martin 

Auditor 

School  Board 

Beulali  Ford 

Term  expires  1953 

Edna  Powers 

Term  expires  1954 

Roy  K.  Sargem 

c                                         Term  expires  1955 

Teachers 

Mrs.  Gladys  Twomey                                                Elmwood 

Mrs.  Huldah  Ci 

.irrier                                                        South 

Miss  Gladys  Cooper                                                        Center 

Attendance  Officer 

Roy  K.  Sargent 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

C.  Maurice  Gray 

School  Nurse 

Grace  Filfalt,  R.  N. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,    1953-54 

Open  Wed.,  September  9  Close  Nov.  25  -  12:30 

Open  November  30  Close  December  18 

Open  January  4  Close  February  19 

Open  March  1  Close  April  16 

Open  April  27  (Tuesday)  Close  completion  of  180  days 
Days  out:  Nov.  26,  27  -  single  session  on  Nov.  26,  May  31 
(Mon.) 

Total  number  of  days  required  by  State  Board  is  180 
including  three  for  institutes  and  conventions,  and  up  to 
five  for  workshops. 

Pupils  may  enter  the  first  grade  provided  they  are  6 
before  January  1. 

Vaccination  is  required  by  state  law  unless  child  has 
written  excuse  from  doctor. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
School  Treasurer  and  School  Board 
Fiscal  Year  Ending  June  30,  1952 

Treasurer's  Report 

Summary  : 
Cash  on  hand  June  30,  1951  $  669.92 

Received  from  selectmen,  appro.  $  14,621.94 
Received  from  State  Treas,  state  aid  4,484.22 
Income  from  trust  funds  48.00 

Received  from  all  other  sources  15.04 

Total  receipts  $  19,169.20 


Total  amount  available  $  19,839.12 

Less  school  board  orders  paid  19,026.54 


Balance  on  hand  as  of  July  1,  1952  $  812.58 

ARLENE  CHELLIS,  Treasurer 

Auditor's  Certificate 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  books, 
vouchers,  bank  statements  and  other  financial  records  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  school  district  of  Danbury,  N.  H.,  of 
which  the  above  is  a  true  summary  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1952  and  find  them  correct  in  all  respects. 

RAY  J.  MARTIN,  Auditor 


School  Board's 

Report 

Receipts : 

From  selectmen,  appropriation 

$ 

14,621.94 

From  trust  funds 

48.00 

From  State  Treasurer,  state  aid 

4,484.22 

From  all  other  sources 

15.04 

Total  receipts 

<fr  1  O  1  ff)  Of) 

%p  i-7 ,  Lvjy  ,£j\j 

Balance  on  hand  June  30,  1951 

669.92 

Grand  total 

$  19,839.12 
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Detailed  Statement  of  Payments 

Salaries  of  district  officers : 


Roy  K.  Sargent,  school  board  salary 

$  42.50 

Beulah  Ford,  school  board  salary 

42.50 

Edna  F.  Powers,  school  board  salary 

42.50 

Arlene  Chellis,  treasurer 

25.00 

Ray  J.  Martin,  auditor 

5.00 

$  157.50 

Superintendent's  salary: 

Supervisory  Union  No.  4 

$  283.42 

Truant  officer  and  census : 

Roy  K.  Sargent 

$  15.00 

Expenses  of  administration : 

Sup.  Union  No.  4,  share  of  union  exp. 

$  148.82 

Brown  &  Saltmarsh,  Inc.,  supplies 

12.59 

Roy  K.  Sargent,  expenses 

6.54 

Beulah  Ford,  expenses 

2.25 

Edna  Powers,  expenses 

2.69 

First  Nat'l  Bank,  service  charges 

1.51 

Arlene  Chellis,  stamps,  envelopes 

7.84 

$  182.24 

Teachers'  salaries : 

Huldah  Currier                                      $ 

1,393.60 

Gladys  Twomey 

1,593.20 

Gladys  Cooper 

1,663.60 

N.H.  Teachers'  Retirement  Syst. 

445.70 

Collector  of  internal  revenue 

702.85 

««■   c  *7nc>  r\  c 

H 

»      *J  yt   ^KJ.^kJ 

Text  books : 

Beckley-Cardy  Co. 

$  15.68 

Supervisory  Union  No.  4 

7.16 

Noble  &  Noble  Publishing  Co. 

4.88 

Charles  Scribner's  Sons 

12.68 

Scott,  Foresman  &  Co. 

46.69 

Houghton  Mifflin  Co. 

38.10 

L.  W.  Singer  Co. 

29.69 

Ginn  &  Co. 

7.87 

Webster  Publishing  Co. 

1.20 

Allyn  &  Bacon,  Inc. 

3.97 

<fc    1^7  09 
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Scholars'  supplies : 

Young  America  Magazines  $  14.00 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co.  109.03 

Webster  Publishing  Co.  23.28 

White  River  Paper  Co.  291.93 

American  Education  Press  11.50 

Holden  Patent  Book  Cover  Co.  1.66 

American  Book  Co.  5.36 

Row,  Peterson  &  Co.  31.67 

Edward  E.  Babb  Co.  7.19 

The  Grolier  Society  10.50 

Milton  Bradley  Co.  33.78 

Bristol  School  District  4.80 


Other  expenses  of  instruction: 

Cardigan  Sport  Store,  bats  &  balls  '  $  4.75 

Houghton  Mifflin  Co.,  books  9.52 

Educators  Progress  Service  10.77 

Enterprise  Press,  programs  7.65 

Supervisory  Union  No.  4,  tests  8.10 


Janitor  service: 

Gertrude  Smart  $  58.00 

Betty  Phelps  28.00 

Mary  Smith  8.00 

Gordon  Ordway  50.00 

Ruth  Phelps  30.00 


$  544.70 


$  40.79 


$  174.00 


Fuel: 
Charles  A.  Carr  Co.  $  344.48 

Water,  light  &  janitor  supplies : 

Public  Service  Co.  $  61.24 

Greenwood  Plumbing  Co.  11.30 

$  72.54 


47 


Minor  repairs  &  expenses : 

Edward  Stevens 

$  9.00 

Masury-Young  Co. 

11.30 

R.  P.  Johnson  &  Son 

60.11 

L.  E,  Ford 

20.25 

Beckley-Cardy  Co. 

39.52 

A.  J.  Nystrom  &  Co. 

5.53 

Roy  K.  Sargent 

29.48 

H.  J.  Follansbee  Co. 

1.35 

Medical  inspection: 
Supervisory  Union  No.  4,  nurse's  salary 


Transportation  of  pupils : 

Eugene  Cook 

$  235.01 

J.  Frank  DesRoches 

3,445.04 

High  school  tuition : 

Franklin  School  District 

$  675.00 

Bristol  School  District 

994.72 

Lebanon  School  District 

450.00 

Andover  School  District 

4,396.25 

$  176.54 


$  196.25 


$  3,680.05 


Per  capita  tax: 
N.H.  State  Treasurer 

Insurance  &  other  fixed  charges 
Arthur  W.  Jewell,  insurance 

New  equipment : 
General  Electric  Supply,  Corp. 

Retirement : 
Supervisory  Union  No.  4,  nurse's, 
superintendent's  retirement 
N.H.  Teachers'  ret.  sys.,  dist.  share 


$  6,515.97 


$  244.00 


$  16.67 


$  24.12 


$  38.18 
353.22 


$  391.40 


Total  expenditures 


$  19,026.54 
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Certificate 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  information  contained  in 
this  report  wa,s  taken  from  official  records  and  is  complete 
and  correct  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge  and  belief.  The 
accounts  are  kept  in  accordance  with  Section  24  of  Chap- 
ter 82  of  the  Revised  Laws  of  New  Hampshire  1942,  and 
upon  forms  prescribed  by  the  State  Tax  Commission. 

BEULAH  M.  FORD, 

EDNA  F.  POWERS, 

ROY  K.  SARGENT, 

School  Board. 
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COMPARATIVE     BUDGETS 

ITEM 

ADMINISTRATION 

Salaries  of  district  officers 
Supt's  salary  (local  share) 
Tax  for  state  wide  supeqvision 
Salaries  of  admin,  personnel 
Supplies  and  expenses 

INSTRUCTION 

Teachers'   salaries 
Books  and  other  aids 
Scholars'  supplies 
Supplies  and  other  expenses 

OPERATION  of  SCHOOL  PLANT 
Salary*  of  janitor 
Fuel  or  heat 
Water,  light,  supplies  &  exp. 

MAINTENANCE  of  SCHOOL  PLANT 
Repairs  &  replacements  200.00  176.54  200.00  200.00  200.00 

AUXILIARY  ACTIVITIES 

Health  supervision  J.96.25  196.25  200.00  200.00  205.00 

Transportation   of  pupils  3,850.00  3,680.05  3,780.00  4,105.00  3,860.00 

Tuition,  high  school  7,425.00  6,515.97  6,750.00  6,150.00  6,750.00 

FIXED  CHARGES 
Retirement  365.00  391.40  390.00  395.00  400.00 

Insurance,  treas.  bonds  &  exp.  45.00  16.67  45.00  45.00  45.00 


Budget 
1951-52 

Expend. 
1951-52 

Budget 
1952-53 

Est.  Exp. 
1952  53 

Est.  Bgt. 
1953-54 

$  192.00 

283.42 

244.00 

107.10 

75.00 

$  172.50 

283.42 

244.00 

107.10 

75.14 

$  192.00 

337.13 

226.00 

127.87 

75.00 

$  192.00 
337.13 
226.00 

127.87 
75.00 

$  195.00 

360.04 

224.00 

133.35 

75.00 

5,800.00 

200.00 

200.00 

50.00 

5,798.95 

167.92 

544.70 

40.79 

6,100.00 

200.00 

200.00 

50.00 

6,100.00 

250.00 

150.00 

50.00 

6,100.00 

200.00 

200.00 

50.00 

150.00 
325.00 
125.00 

174.00 

344.48 

72.54 

150.00 
375.00 
125.00 

150.00 
375.00 
125.00 

150.00 
375.00 
125.00 

TOTAL    CURRENT    EXPENSES        $  19,832.77  $  19,002.42  $  19,523.00  $19,253.00  $19,647.39 

CAPITAL  OUTLAY 

New  equipment  $  24.12 


TOTAL  CAPITAL  OUTLAY  $  24.12 


TOTAL   EXPENDITURES  $  19,832.77  $  19,026.54  $  19,523.00  $19,253.00  $19,647.39 

School  Board's  Estimate       1953-54 

State  Aid   $  3,200.00 

Trust  Funds    48.00 


Total  Other  Than  Property  Taxes   $  3,248.00 

DISTRICT   ASSESSMENT    16,399.39 

TOTAL  APPROPRIATION  $  19,647.39 
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GENERAL   STATISTICS 
Enrollment  by  Grades 


1951-52 

Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Total 

All  schools 

8 

13 

10 

11 

8 

14 

7 

6 

77 

1952-53  Dec. 

19 

Elmwood 

9 

10 

19 

South 

11 

10 

12 

33 

Center 

7 

16 

3 

26 

Total 

9 

10 

11 

10 

12 

7 

16 

3 

78 

District  Totals 

1951-52 

Av.  Att  Av.  Ab 

s.  Av.  Memb. 

% 

Attend. 

All  schools 

66.5 

7.9 

74.4 

89.4 

1952-53  Dec. 

19 

Elmwood 

17.3 

.8 

18.1 

95.7 

South 

31.9 

1.2 

33.1 

96.4 

Center 

21.5 

1.1 

22.6 

95.3 

Total  70.7  3.1  73.8  95.8 
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Tuition  Pupils    1952  -  53 


Andover  High  School 
Graham  Hill 

Rate  $225.00 
Grade  9 

Edna  Hill 

9 

Andrew  Phelps 
Leora  Sargent 
David  Cook 

9 

9 

10 

Melvin  Heath 

10 

William  Park 

10 

Dorothy  Perkins 
Leon  Perkins 

10 

10 

Daniel  Walker 

10 

Francis  Heath 

11 

Gordon  Ordway 
Betty  Phelps 
Virginia  Phelps 
Kenneth  Heath 

11 
11 
11 
11 

Lewis  Barker 

12 

Louise  Stevens 

12 

Lily  Wolfenden 

12 

Bristol  High  School 

Marie  Wentworth 

Rate  $250.00 
Grade  9 

Marie  Svenson 

9 

Virginia  Ford 
Robert  Jewell 
Donald  Martz 

11 
11 
11 

Lebanon  High  School 

Marion  Ford 

Rate  $250.00 
Grade  9 

Merle  Ford 

10 

Clinton  Bliss 

11 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S   REPORT 

Now  that  there  is  a  lull  in  material  gains  in  the  form 
of  buildings  it  might  be  well  for  us  to  take  "time  out", 
catch  our  breath  for  a  second,  and  review  what  we  believe 
are  the  basic  aims  of  education  in  Supervisory  Union  No. 
4,  what  has  been  done,  and  what  might  be  done.  We 
should  preface  this  by  saying  that  there  is  wide  disagree- 
ment in  operating  methods.  Rather  than  be  alarmed 
about  this  we  should  consider  it  a  very  wholesome  oc- 
curence for  when  people  cease  to  disagree  intelligently 
democracy  disappears.  The  preservation  of  democracy 
and  all  it  signifies  is  a  primary  aim  of  our  education.  We 
must  watch  attempts  under  the  guise  of  democracy  to 
ferment  unreasonable  differences  of  opinion  in  order  that 
subversive  elements  may  assume  command  once  these 
differences  have  so  weakened  our  morale  that  internal 
conquest  becomes  easy.  There  are  many  ways  of  doing 
this. 

We  spend  most  of  our  efforts  in  this  school  union 
teaching  fundamentals  in  the  tool  subjects  in  elementary 
grades  with  much  emphasis  on  reading  skills.  In  spite  of 
contrary  opinion  we  go  on  record  as  saying  that  we  are 
doing  a  good  job  as  a  whole,  and  we  have  many  excellent 
results.  Every  year  some  nationally  standardized  achie- 
vement tests  are  given,  the  Metropolitan  last  year.  In 
only  one  subject  taking  the  nine  towns  together  did  we 
have  an  average  score  below  national  standards.  That 
was  5th  grade  spelling  with  .2  of  a  year  below,  largely 
due  to  one  very  poor  grade  in  a  small  school.  Our  ave- 
rage in  reading  was  .2  to  a  full  grade  above  with  some 
individual  grades  being  two  to  three  grades  above.  To 
cite  more  would  serve  little  purpose  but  to  summarize  let 
us  say  we  know  where  we  stand  and  others  guess  about 
it.  Furthermore  we  take  conscious  steps  to  improve  the 
weak  spots. 

Teaching  fundamentals  and  tool  subjects  is.  how- 
ever, only  one  aim  of  education  whose  real  object  is  to 
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teach  the  individual  to  live  a  better  life  in  the  world  of 
today  and  tomorrow.  It  is  when  we  get  into  this  problem 
that  we  get  into  serious  differences.  How  should  we 
teach  democratic  living?  Let  the  pupils  run  the  school? 
Some  might  say  "Yes,  to  a  large  degree."  I  happen  to 
say  "No."  This  illustrates  the  point  I  believe.  Hitting 
at  this  type  of  thing  from  another  angle  we  may  raise  the 
question :  "How  much  individual  help  does  the  child  re- 
ceive in  school?"  We  all  believe  this  to  be  important 
today.  Can  we  do  it  with  a  first  grade  of  40  babies? 
Should  we  teach  pupils  to  work  and  play  together?  Most 
people  would  say  yes  but  might  not  agree  that  square 
dancing  is  a  good  method.  "Should  a  child  be  given  aid 
to  like  good  music  and  art?"  Yes  would  be  given  most  of 
the  time.  How  well  can  this  be  done  without  teachers 
skilled  in  teaching  appreciation  of  fine  things,  in  part  by 
actual  participation?  "Should  religion  be  taught  in 
schools?"  will  start  a  mental  massacre  among  otherwise 
intelligent  people.  Certain  it  is  that  much  Christian  liv- 
ing can  be,  and  is  being,  taught  by  teachers  everyday 
without  teaching  any  creed.  This  could  go  on  forever  but 
let's  end  this  by  asking  ourselves  how  well  are  we  doing 
in  teaching  each  individual  child  all  he  can  absorb  in  all 
things  he  may  need  as  a  good  citizen  living  an  enriched 
life  in  a  world  where  a  boy  may  be  required  to  swap  deer 
hunting  in  the  hills  of  New  Hampshire  for  a  different 
quarry  in  hills  on  the  other  side  of  the  world.  Is  the  edu- 
cation of  the  rural  school  of  50  years  ago  and  the  high 
school  curriculum  of  that  time,  "More  Latin  and  less 
Greek",  good  enough  or  is  the  type  of  education  of  pre- 
vious generations  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  problems 
facing  the  children  of  today? 

Only  two  of  my  nine  towns  have  the  services  of  a 
music  supervisor,  none  has  an  art  instructor,  only  one  has 
expert  handwriting  supervision,  none  has  a  kindergarten, 
none  has  a  physical  education  instructor,  and  none  has  a 
specialist  in  remedial  reading.    There  is  no  thought  of 
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complaint  in  the  above  statement  but  rather  proof  of  the 
fact  that  we  are  offering  barely  the  most  minimum  edu- 
cation possible.  I  believe  the  pupils,  your  children,  could 
profit  by  some  of  these  which  will  be  found  in  really  mo- 
dern schools  where  the  cost  of  education  is  not  borne 
completely-practically  speaking-by  the  property  tax. 

Any  school  administrator  must  be  an  idealist  to  keep 
really  alive  but  he  must  be  practical  too.  Education  costs 
money  taking  the  bigger  part  of  the  tax  assessment  in 
most  cases  in  spite  of  our  low  salaries  to  teachers.  A 
school  executive  must  be  practical  in  the  situation  he 
faces.  An  enriched  course  of  study  is  apt  to  mean  more 
money,  and  so  do  flush  toilets,  and  school  lunch  pro- 
grams. I  happen  to  believe  that  state  aid  must  be  given 
in  quantities  sufficient  so  that  the  property  tax  assess- 
ment may  be  lowered  while  improving  educational  op- 
portunities for  our  children.  If  and  when  this  is  done  it 
must  be  done  in  such  a  manner  that  we  can  know  in  ad- 
vance how  much  each  district  will  receive.  It  takes  more 
courage  than  we  have  to  ask  for  expensive  items  knowing 
the  communities  as  we  do.  We  could  make  plans  pro- 
grammed over  a  period  of  years  if  we  were  sure  of  state 
aid  of  sufficient  amounts.  No  one  is  hurt  by  the  present 
amounts  of  aid  cut  to  48%  due  to  lack  of  state  funds  ex- 
cept the  children  of  the  state,  and  I'm  particularly  interes- 
ted in  those  of  my  nine  towns.  As  long  as  legislative 
funds  for  state  aid  are  voted  after  school  budgets  are 
passed  I  can  not  recommend  to  local  boards  action  to 
improve  our  educational  system  if  it  involves  one  penny 
of  state  aid.  We'll  use  what  we  get  to  reduce  the  pro- 
perty tax  assessment. 

Under  the  State  Aid  formula  Danbury  qualified  for 
$7,795.60  for  the  current  year  but  due  to  lack  of  legisla- 
tive appropriation  this  was  cut  to  $3,759.15.  We  estima- 
ted that  we  would  receive  $4 ,200.  This  shows  the  impos- 
sibility of  trying  to  guess  very  accurately  the  amount  to 
be  received  and  the  futility  of  making  plans  which  depend 


55 


on  the  use  of  state  funds.  The  fact  that  our  estimate  was 
almost  $500  too  high  means  that  we  will  be  short  that 
much  in  our  current  operating  budget.  A  reduction  in 
the  number  of  high  school  tuition  pupils  will  probably 
make  a  deficiency  appropriation  unnecessary.  We  do  not 
build  any  leeway  in  our  budgets  other  than  to  figure  that 
all  pupils  will  attend  high  school.  It  might  be  wise  in 
view  of  the  above  to  have  $500  more  or  less  to  take  care 
of  unforeseen  situations. 

It  would  also  seem  to  me  that  Danbury  is  one  of 
those  school  districts  which  must  receive  more  than 
$8,000  a  year  in  State  Aid  before  it  can  plan  on  replacing 
its  three  outmoded  schoolhouses.  The  only  other  possi- 
bility would  be  to  put  aside  a  thousand  or  two  per  year 
for  a  building  fund  and  eventually  build,  with  local  ma- 
terials and  help,  a  wooden  framed  building  paying  an 
architect  only  a  small  fee  for  basic  plans.  The  town  of 
Eaton  in  the  "North  Country"  has  just  done  such  a  thing 
and  have  a  beautiful  building  panelled  in  pine !  Who  has 
a  pine  wood  lot  for  sale? 

High  School  tuition  charges  will  continue  to  rise 
as  long  as  costs  do  although  the  biggest  jumps  have 
probably  taken  place.  On  the  other  hand  Danbury  has  16 
seventh  graders,  12  fifth,  10  fourth,  and  12  third.  Total 
costs  of  tuition  will  increase.  This  is  another  indication 
that  the  property  tax  payer  is  going  to  pay  more  of  the 
same  if  new  sources  of  state  wide  tax  revenue  are  not 
found.  Both  parties  have  promised  not  to  have  new  taxes 
in  New  Hampshire.  It  would  not  be  truthful  to  hold  out 
even  the  slightest  promise  of  maintaining  even  our  pres- 
ent budget  figures  when  facing  the  above  facts. 

Danbury  is  paying  substandard  salaries  for  teachers 
considerably  above  average.  If  and  when  this  situation  is 
reversed  the  financial  picture  won't  be  any  brighter  and 
neither  will  the  educational  results. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  MAURICE  GRAY 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
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